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Vietnam is keen on sharing its prime coastal location, dotted with
a new flock of private oases that offer plenty of pampering.

The countries of Southeast Asia are offering huxury travel with their own blend of
exotic locations, local flavors and special amy Over the past few decades,
Vietnam has been embracing tourism, reveal occupied colonial past and its
crowded streets and villages to Westerners. Lately, the country has been keen on sharing
its prime coastal location, dotted with a new flock of oases that offer plenty of
pampering.

In the middle of the coast of Vietnam is the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hoi
An. Long adored by visitors for its tailors and skilled craftsmen, the riverside city is
now home to the Anantara Hoi An Resort (formerly the Life Resort), which debuted
in June from the same group behind the year-old Anantara Mui Ne Resort & Spa
property 500 miles o the south. Its central location in town makes it ideal for exploring
the historic sites, although it offers plenty of acti for those who prefer to remain
on property, such as cooking lessons, golf nearby at Ocean Dunes and exploring
surrounding villages by bike, For the santorially-minded traveler eager to build a
bespoke wardrobe, try Hoi An's skilled ilors and make sure you spend af least 48
Thours in the ity to allow for enough time for fittings. Regulars recommend AoBaBa
on Tran Phu street.

Spa-focused resorts are booming in the arca, prized for their beachfront setting,
with new resorts eager 1o satisfy weary travelers or those simply coming for a relaxing
holiday, In Da Nang, a short drive up the coast from Hoi An, the three-year-old Fusion
Maia Resort prides itself on being the first all-inclusive spa resort in all of Asia. Two
spa treatments daily are inchuded in the room rate, and cach “room” is actually a villa

with a private swimming pool and courtyard. Fusion Maia's developer, Serenity
Holding, is also opening a resort niext year on the southern island of Phu Quoc, where
10 bungalows will be optimally sited on the ocean.
Singapore-based Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts, known for its award-winning spa
services, opened its first Vietnam property, Laguna Ling Cb, last winter. Located in
the Chan May region on a mile-and-a-half of beachfront property about 90 minutes
from bath Hue and Hoi An, the T00-acre property is idyllically situated between tropical
Jungles and mountains. The province has historically been u favorite holiday retreat
for Viemamese royalty, and now Ling Co attracts another category of guests with an
18-hole championship golf course designed by Sir Nick Faldo,
it to Vietam usually includes armival in or departure from Ho Chi Minh City,
formerly Saigon. Include a day there and sty at the Park Hyatt Saigon, which has
debuted a Masters of Food and Wine program. This September, you can visit the Girand-
Place Cacao Garm on the Meko cycle of chocolate, as
well as indulge in a pastry-making class using Phan Thiet vanilla, estate coffec and the
local chocolate, Or, for another foodie sensation, try Lucca Trattoria, the new restaurant
from U.S.-transplant Brian McNally, pan of the brother team behind New York's
adored Indochine, Balthazar and Odeon. Cap off the night with the “AQ Show,” a five-
person orchestra performing folk songs depicting the estyles of farming
communitics in Southern Vietnam.
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